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English 5009 Section 001 
Studies in Nineteenth-Century Literature: The Poe Legacy 
Fall, 2016 
P.A. Boswell 
Office: 3566 Coleman Hall 
Email: paboswell(Zveiu.edu 
Office hours: T, R 2-3:30 pm and by appointment 
TEXTS 
Highsmith, Patricia. The Talented Mr. Ripley. 
Morrison, Toni. Playing in the Dark. 
Poe, Edgar Allan. Collected Poems and Stories. 
__ . The Narrative (If Arthur Gordon Pym. 
REQUIREMENTS 
Serious, close reading for each seminar session 
Willingness to contribute to class discussion regularly 
One short (5 pages) bibliographic essay 
One research paper (10-20 pages) due during Finals Week 
AND FINALLY ... 
We will read and discuss the primary texts during class time, but I expect you to 
familiarize yourselves with secondary sources-books, articles, etc-as we move along 
through the term. I will always be happy to suggest titles, books, or ideas with you. I 
also expect you to do your own research in the library as well. 
I hope you will think of this seminar as an ongoing discussion among yourselves, me, and 
the texts. We are a community of Poe scholars for the semester, so the more questions we 
ask (and there are no inappropriate questions here), the more rewarding this material will 
be for all of us. 
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English 5009 Section 001 
Studies in Nineteenth-Century Literature: The Poe Legacy 
Fall, 2016 
Tentative Reading Schedule 
The Philosophy of Composition; The Poetic Principle 
The Murders on the Rue Morgue; Mystery ()/Marie Roget 
Criticism circle 
film TBA 
The Narrative ()f Arthur Gordon Pym 
Morrison, Playing in the Dark 
The Gold-Bug; The Cask ofAmontillado 
The Fall of the House of Usher; The Black Cat; The Masque of the 
Red Death; The Tell-Tale Heart; The Pit and the Pendulum 
Criticism circle 
Highsmith, The Talented Mr. Ripley 
Minghella, The Talented Mr. Ripley (1999) 
Thanksgiving Break ! ! ! 
Poetry-TBA 
TBA 
